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the Country Music Hall of Fame in Nashville,
TN. BG Max Haston, assistant adjutant general
of Tennessee, accepted the painting on behalf of
Tennessee and was excited that the 5,ooo NGAUS
attendees from all 54 states and territories would
see it.

"Having a local artist who is embedded in
the country music community and having this
as part ofour zoog NGAUS conference just adds
another special twist to the event that will be
held here in September," Haston said. "It is an
honor for us to do this in Tennessee, but it is
more of an honor just for us to showcase our
local talents to the world and show the country
just how strong the Tennessee National Guard
really is."

This is not the first time one of Hendon's
paintings has garnered him recognition. The
television shows "Gone Country" and "Nashville

Star" have featured Hendon s guitars and the sales
office of Gibson Guitars in Nashville displays a

3 5-foot painting by Hendon. Ex
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at ional  Guard Soldiers
converging in Nashvi l le,  TN,
for the r3rst NGAUS (National

Guard Association of the United
States) conference wil l  view a
special  p iece of  ar t  of  which
the Tennessee National Guard

is  especial ly fond. This isn ' t  your typical
paint ing that goes above the l iv ing room
couch; this is a painting of the Tennessee flag
on top of a guitar, a concept
that has brought the artist, Rob
Hendon, a great deal of atten-
tion lately.

Hendon, anative of Nashville
and a popular artist within the
community, has strong t ies to
the National Guard due to his
relat ionship with LTC f immie
Cole. Cole's and Hendons wives
grew up together, so the two
men struck up a friendship.

But it was not until the eve
of Cole's deployment that he
understood how much Hendon
cared for the men and women of
the Guard.

"When I deployed back in
zoo4, Rob and Shannon hosted
a dinner over at  their  house for us,"  Cole
said. "Rob has always been a great supporter
of the Guard. He and his wife have always
taken care of my family when I was gone."

Hendon always wanted to show the Guard
his appreciation through his artwork and real-
ized that the NGAUS conference would be the
perfect chance.

'About two years ago, the Tennessee National
Guard decided they were going to host NGAUS
here at Opryland," Cole explained. "Rob and I
were at lunch one day and he mentioned this
was something he would iike to do."

"So I showed him the logo, and he said he
would love to do his interpretat ion for the
Guard." Cole added.

So Hendon went to work and began to paint
his interpretation of the Tennessee state flag
onto a guitar.

Although he knew what the end result
should be, the process wasn't easy. Hendon
Iet his inspirat ion and appreciat ion for the

National Guard drive him to create a truly
unique and special piece.

"I have always wanted to do something
for the National Guard, especially since I met

fimmie," Hendon said. "My painting is a way of
showing my support, not only to |immie and
his family, but to all men and women in the
National Guard."

Hendon made his official presentation to
the Tennessee National Guard back in March at
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AFGHANISTAN Sotdiersfromthe GeorBiaArmy

National Guard's 48th Infantry Brigade Combat

Team ptayed an integral role in supporting the

etections in Afghanistan on AuBUst 1S. The 48th

BCT's mission is to mentor and train Afghan

NationaI securityforces, including the Afghan

National Army, the Afghan NationaI Potice

and the Afuhan border potice and has been in

Afghanistan since June. The 4gth BCTtook

over operationsfrom the 33rd Infantry Brigade

CombatTeam of the lllinois Army Nationat Guard

in late August as they ended their deployment in

Afghanistan.

EL SALVA0OR ln early August, 35 medicsfom

the B84th Medical Company of the Ohio Army

National Guard traveted to Morazan, E[ Satvador

and treated more than ZA@@ patients as part

of a U.S. Amy Medical ReadinBSs TraininB

Exsrcise [MEBRETE].lh8 MEORETE is a medical

humanitarian and civic assistance exercise

conducted in paftnErship with the gbvernment

of E[ Salvador and U.S. Southern Command. The

MEDRETE team visited four different locations

during the wo-week exercise. The team worked

out of [ocal schoo[s in the towns of Corinto,

Joateca, Rancho 0uemado and Torola. The

treatment servicEs offerad included: preventive

medicine, general medicine, optometry and

dBntistry.

VIREINIA Thirty-four Vlrglnia National Guard

Sotdiersfrom varlous units spent part of
their annuaItraining at Fort Pickett in June

trying to earn th8 Abzelchen fiir Leistun8Bn

im TfuppendiBnst, the GBrman Armed Forces

BadBB for Military Proiciency, To earn the badge,

Soldiers had to comp[Bt6 a list of physical

r8quirEments such as swimmlng and track

and fa[d events, and Soldier tasks such as

demonstrating accurate marksmanship skitts and

marching wlth a rucksack.

wlscoNSlN The Tomah-based Headquarters

Company ofthe 732nd Combat Sustainment

Support Battation, Wisconsin Army Natlonal

Guard, assumed command of its mission in lraq

in Juty by settllng in at Forward operatin8 BasB

Adder. The 732nd has command and controt over

approxlmatety 1,28@ peopte in sev6n companiBs

and three detachmBnts, and is responsib[e for
managing supp[les and resupp[y efJortsfor atl

of southern lraq-from Baghdad south to the

Kuwaltl border and from tha lranian border in the

Bastto saudi Arabla in ths w8st.
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